AUTUMN,    1939                        243

mined their political attitude. For twenty years attempts
were made to bring about a settlement between the
Germans and the Czechs apd then, when these had almost
succeeded, came the ' Solomon's Judgement * of Lord
Runciman. That this was no wise judgment was proved
by later developments. A wise man must foresee the
future. The forceful subjection of Czechoslovakia en-
gendered a feeling of hatred against all Germans that
will take a long time to die down. Never have the Czech
people been so suppressed and so persecuted as in the years
1938-9. Added to that is ,the fact that at last, after three
hundred years, the Czechs have found still more pleasure
in their own state and true Democracy. Politically they
.have made many mistakes but this young race has always
had courage enough to face its mistakes and rectify them
as passion was always well tempered with reason. To-day,
these are two factors which kindle a flame in the national
soul and urge the people on to future action.

There are not yet available any army reports as to the
successes of the legions but they have by no means lagged
behind the heroic deeds of earlier wars. In Bohemia,
Moravia and Slovakia there is a united front and tfcey are
only awaiting Hitler's pleasure, the signal of the fost
shot. Germany, which to-day is engaged on the eastern
arid the western fronts, will Soon be engaged also in. the
Protectorate, for the Reichswehr, the Gestapo and the
S.S. men garrisoned there will be far from sufficient
to cope with a revolution of the people. The first great
revolution of the Czechs was not a bloody one. Perhaps
the second will be likewise. One thing remains^ certain: